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Passive Resistance, as a lawful weapon, has thus once more been
vindicated. The lengthy reference made by Lord Gladstone to
the settlement shows its importance. We are grateful to His Excel-
lency for clearly placing before the people of South Africa the
Imperial aspect.
It now remains for the Union Government to follow up
this happy solution of a difficult problem by a sympathetic and
just administration of the laws that affect the Indian community
and for the latter to show by its action that it is ever worthy of
just treatment If the community is permitted to enjoy rest,
it will be possible to find an easy method of dealing with the
matters dealt with in Mr. Gandhi's letter and which some day or
other will demand attention in order that the resident population
may be restored to the ordinary rights of citizenship. For it must
not be forgotten that, though there is cause for thankfulness in
that the most pressing grievances have been removed, we shall still
labour under legal disabilities which intense colour prejudice has
brought into being. Administration of trade licence laws, largely
on racial lines, the deprivation of the right to own land in the
Transvaal, the precarious position under the Transvaal Gold Law,
inter-provincial restrictions—these and many other such limita-
tions of our liberty show how true were Lord Gladstone's words
when he said that the Indians5 Relief Bill did but the barest jus-
tice. Indeed, it can only be taken as an instalment and as an earn-
est of the future. The struggle will, therefore, have done much
more than give us the Bill and the administrative measures, if it
has also altered the repressive policy of the Government to a pro-
gressive one, such that we may look forward to a steady improve-
ment in the future,
Indian Opinion, 8-7-1914
352. THE EXD OF THE STRUGGLE
The straggle that went on for eight years has come to an
end, and such an end as, we believe, hardly any other movement
in modem times has been crowned with* The foundation of the
straggle was laid in Johannesburg in September, 1906. The issue
then concerned only the Registration Act. The Government re-
fosed to listen to us. Gaol-going was resorted to. While the
straggle had not yet ended, the Immigration Act was passed. A
conditional settlement followed. The Government failed to honour
its coxamitaent. The movement was revived and had to be

